
       Clipper Ship City of Adelaide 

 

 

 

This small booklet has been produced for the entertainment of 

children and their families during the current COVID-19 

restrictions. Art work is by Swee Wah Yew, and much of it is 

from extracts of the “Clipper Ship City of Adelaide. Fun, facts 

& figures!” book by Meredith Reardon & Peter Christopher, 

published by Axiom Publishing, Australia. 

 

Please enjoy, and we look forward to welcoming you back to 

the ship once we re-open. 
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     City of Adelaide 
  

Historic clipper ship, built 1864 

  

The City of Adelaide is the world’s oldest surviving composite clipper ship (wooden hull on 

iron frames). The only other is the Cutty Sark.  

  

The massive vessel was purpose built to carry up to 300 passengers and cargo to and from the 

city of Adelaide, South Australia, after which it was named.  

  

It undertook 23 return voyages between the UK and Adelaide from 1864 to 1887, then went 

into the North American timber trade, then was an isolation hospital for infectious diseases, 

including smallpox cholera and scarlet fever from 1893 at Southampton. In 1923, it was 

bought by the Royal Navy, and renamed HMS Carrick. From 1948 she became clubrooms for 

the Naval Reserves.   

  

Recovered from Scotland after a 14 year campaign to save the vessel, the City of Adelaide 

arrived in Adelaide in 2014. It was renamed back to its original name City of Adelaide by 

HRH the Duke of Edinburgh in October 2013 at Greenwich while being transported from 

Scotland to Australia. 

  

It is planned to be the centre-piece of a seaport village, offering the perfect interactive 

environment for visitors to learn about Australian maritime and colonial history.  

  

The City of Adelaide carried immigrants from England, Scotland, Cornwall, Wales, Ireland, 

Germany and Scandinavia.  

 

The ship is now at Dock 2, Honey St, Port Adelaide 
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